233                            PULLUVAN
It may also suggest  the displeasure of these gods towards the family, in respect of which the ceremony is performed.    In either case, such refusal on the part of the gods is an index of their ill-will or dissatisfaction. In  cases where the gods refuse to appear in any one of those seated for the purpose, the ceremony is prolonged until the gods are so properly propitiated as to constrain them to manifest themselves.    Then, after the lapse of the number of days fixed for the ceremony, and, after the   will  of the  serpent gods is   duly expressed,  the ceremonies close."    Sometimes,  it is said,   it  may be considered  necessary to rub away the figure as many as 101 times, in which case the ceremony is prolonged over several  weeks.    Each time that the snake design is   destroyed,   one  or two men,  with torches  in  their hands,   perform  a dance,   keeping  step to  the  Pullu-van's music.    The family may eventually erect a small platform  or shrine in a  corner  of their grounds, and worship   at   it  annually.    The snake deity will not, it is   believed, manifest himself if any of the persons, or articles required for the ceremony, are impure, e.g., if the   pot-drum   has  been   polluted  by the touch   of a menstruating   female.    The   Pulluvan,   from   whom a drum was purchased for the Madras Museum, was very reluctant to part with it, lest it should be touched by an impure woman.
The Pulluvans worship the gods of the Brahmanical temples, from a distance, and believe in spirits of all sorts and conditions. They worship Velayuthan, Ayyappa, Rahu, Muni, Chathan, Mukkan, Karinkutti, Parakutti, and others. Muni is a well-disposed deity, to whom, once a year, rice, plantains, and cocoanuts are offered. To Mukkan, Karinkutti, and others, sheep and fowls are offered. A floral device (padmam) is drawn